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MEDIA RELEASE 
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Charters Towers Country Music Festival – stage launch to the world 

 
The Townsville Bulletin Charters Towers Country Music Festival first held in 1978 and has grown to become 
Australia’s largest country music talent quest with up to 700 contestants each year.  The Festival in fact has the 
sole rights as the only Country Music festival to be able to stage a Country Music Competition. 

2008 will see the 31st anniversary of this event which is responsible for not only bringing together a regional 
community in the name of music and music making; but also for producing some of Australia’s top country music 
artists such as Brendon Walmsley and Cherie Austin. 

The Charters Towers Country Music Festival focuses entirely on the promotion of all genres of Country and 
Australian music and encourages the development of talent – both in vocal performance and song writing. The 
Festival is now one of the leading Country Music events on the national country music calendar. 

The Country Music Talent Competition offers $30,000 in cash prize money which reinforces the professionalism 
and calibre of the event.  The event has been the launching pad for several leading Country Music artists that enjoy 
widespread success today.  

"Discover the mother load of Country Music in Queensland's Gold City, Charter Towers, where the latest Australian 
talent will be unearthed and given the exciting opportunity to shine. Being a part of this Festival was a significant 
stepping stone in realising what was to become my career in Country Music." Brendon Walmsley, previous festival 
winner and one of Australia’s finest singer, song writers 
 
The Townsville Bulletin Charters Towers Country Music Festival encourages people to make music, to celebrate 
music and to support budding musicians and song writers of all ages and invites participants Australia wide to 
take part in this annual event. 

The event provides budding artists with an opportunity to gain performance experience in a professional event. Due 
to most participants being from remote locations, many would not have any other opportunity or avenue to further 
their interests and talents.  

Multiple winner of the songwriting competition and well known as a songwriter in the Country Music circuit, Robyn 
Lavery says “The competition is a great opportunity to express emotions through song writing. Being from a 
regional area and a country town in Australia this is a great way to have our songs and music heard. 
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We are able to get our songs out to the world to a greater audience and create further opportunities within the 
industry because of the Festival.  If the Charters Towers Country Music Festival and the Queensland Country 
Music  Awards did not exist, we would not have this exposure opportunity.   

I would encourage anyone who has an interest in country music or writing songs to enter into this years 
Competition.” 

The program allows for entrants of all ages to participate – for both performing artists and song writers – in junior, 
juvenile and senior categories.  All genres of Country and Australian music are included, such as country rock, 
bush ballads and Gospel – both solos and groups. 

Entries for the song writing competition are still open with all competition entries closing on 1 
April. 

ENDS 

 


